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Sir: 



Pursuant to the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, submitted herewith 
are a PTO Form 1449 identifying documents disclosing prior art that may be material to the 
patentability of the invention claimed in the above-identified application and copies of the 
documents identified in the Form 1449. These documents were cited in the European Search 
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Report, a copy of which is also enclosed. English-language translations are not readily 
available, however, an abstract is attached to the reference. 

Identification of the listed references in the PTO 1449 is not to be construed as 
an admission of the Applicant(s) or the attorneys of the Applicant(s) that such references are 
available as "prior art 11 against the subject application. 

This statement is submitted more than 3 months from the application filing date but 
before the mailing date of the first Office Action and less than 3 months after the European 
Search Report. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, submission of this Information 
Disclosure Statement requires no fee. However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge the payment of any fees required in association with this communication to Deposit 
Account No. 02-4377. 
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